A Story
Worth Telling
Annual Report 2014-15

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I am pleased to present you with Redeemer’s Annual Report for
2014-15. Within the pages of this redesigned report, you will
discover the story of how Redeemer has advanced its mission
during the past year.
It is a story well worth telling. Redeemer’s mission is to
deliver excellent university-level learning that helps students
understand the world in the light of God’s Word and His
redemptive claims on every part of life.
Throughout these pages, you will see how a growing number of
students and alumni -- equipped by a dedicated faculty and staff
and supported by a faithful community of donors -– are bringing
the light of the Gospel to the complex challenges of our world.
Redeemer also experienced challenges this past year. Like other
universities, our enrolment was lower than expected, a shortfall
which required significant budget reductions. Thankfully, however,
we have been blessed by you and others who share the vision of a
Christ-centred university education. It is your on-going, dedicated
support that will enable us to develop new initiatives that will
strengthen Redeemer and broaden and deepen the impact it is
having for our Lord in this world.

Dr. Hubert R. Krygsman
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4855

Alumni From Across Canada,
33 States and 23 Countries
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RIGOROUS AND
RELEVANT
Redeemer’s academic program

Through an array of academic programs, spanning
disciplines in humanities, fine arts, sciences, social sciences
and education, the curriculum at Redeemer is structured
for students to learn about the world from a Reformed
Christian perspective.
Sharing—and imparting—that love of learning, our faculty use
a range of teaching methods and tools across the breadth of
their courses.
Through it all, and in every discipline, students grow in
ways they may never have imagined. Redeemer students
are given the critical thinking skills—and the knowledge
of how to use them—to evaluate their world and what they
have learned about it from a worldview that proclaims
Christ as Lord over all.
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24
15:1
STUDENTS IN 2014-15

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE

STUDENT TO FACULTY RATIO

“In my classes I gained the knowledge to
equip me for a future career, but also the
spiritual and philosophical foundation
on which to build an understanding
of vocation. Through mentorship from
professors, I formed relationships that
were critical in setting me on the path
that leads to where I am today.”
Christian Vandergeest ‘12 graduated with an
Honours BA in History and Political Science and
completed a Masters in Global Affairs from the
Munk School of Global Affairs at the University
of Toronto. In the fall of 2015, he entered the JD
program at Harvard Law School.
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REFRESHING THE
ACADEMIC CORE
As a liberal arts university, Redeemer’s core program is
central to each student’s academic experience. The core—a
set of courses which all students take—seeks to build a
common sense of passion and purpose. Ultimately, it brings
all students into a conversation about how their education
and talents can serve God’s kingdom.
This past year, after more than 22 months of research and
planning, a new core curriculum was approved. Starting in
September 2016, all students, regardless of their program, will
take a new series of foundational interdisciplinary courses
designed to prepare them for today’s changing world and for
whatever the future brings. Through this, they will be prepared
to be leaders in their workplaces, communities and churches.
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New Core Program
The Drama of Scripture
Western Culture and Tradition I & II
Being and Knowing in the Digital Age

674
11

RTICIPANTS IN THE CORE REVIEW PROCESS

NEW CORE COURSES AND OPTIONS

Faith and Philosophy
Understanding our World through
the Arts
Understanding our World through
the Sciences
Understanding our World through
the Social Sciences
Global/Local Issues
Non-Western Perspectives
Senior Project-based Capstone
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COMPLEMENTING
THE CLASSROOM

ST

Experiential learning at Redeemer

Experiential learning is an essential part of a Redeemer student’s education.
Through a variety of programs, students take theories learned in the
classroom and apply them in a variety of non-classroom settings. This in
turn helps students plan and prepare for their careers.
Community Service Learning —
serving the local community builds
on the passion many students bring
to the classroom.
Internships — hands-on experiences
in a variety of local and global workplaces and volunteer agencies.
Education Practicums — working
with an experienced classroom teacher.
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Co-Operative Education — paid
work term opportunities for students
in the business program.

STUDENT

Off-Campus Studies — terms of
study at universities and organizations around the world.

STUDENTS IN INTERNSH

30
300
166

TUDENTS IN COOPERATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM

TS IN A COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING INITIATIVE

HIPS, PRACTICUMS, AND OFF-CAMPUS PROGRAMS

“Studying in France has really forced me
to step out of my comfort zone and apply
my faith. Living in a different culture
and studying off-campus allowed me to
experience diverse languages, food and
people. Redeemer helped me to prepare and
supported me along the way.”
Adrianna So spent a term at the Sorbonne
in Paris, France. She is in the Concurrent
Education program and plans to graduate in
2017 with BA and BEd degrees.
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PREPARING STUDENTS
AND CITIZENS
The outcome of a Redeemer education
A Redeemer education helps students find their calling by
nurturing their God-given talents.
As a result, students are prepared for further study and
employment. Redeemer alumni can be found in graduate
programs across Canada and around the world. Our grads
also have a reputation for being well-prepared, able and
willing to succeed in a wide range of industries and sectors.
Redeemer also prepares students to lead and serve in all
spheres of life. It equips students to be good neighbours,
committed church members, devoted spouses, loving
parents, conscientious citizens, and, most importantly,
faithful followers of Jesus Christ.
This type of growth and personal development is central to a
student’s Redeemer experience. It is a calling that is nurtured
and developed in the classroom, through activities on campus
and in communities at home and abroad.
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GRADUATES IN 2014-15

STUDENTS GRADUATED WITH DISTINCTION

“Through working for the City of Toronto
in Urban Forestry, I see how beneficial my
Redeemer education has been. The strong
faith community at Redeemer and my science degree have given me a firm foundation to lean on. My job has been stretching
my knowledge but because of the depth of
my degree from Redeemer, I have been able
to learn quickly and thrive.”
Tracey Ubbens ‘14 graduated with a BSc in
Environmental Studies. She works for the City of
Toronto as a Forestry Data Collector.
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DEVELOPING THE
WHOLE PERSON
Integrating the co-curricular

Redeemer seeks to develop a student intellectually, socially,
spiritually and personally. That focus on the whole person
is reflected in the way the academic program and the cocurriculum program work together. The two are integrated
and designed to develop a student’s character, inside and
outside the classroom.
Learning moments happen everywhere. Experiences inside
the classroom and laboratories, in the community, in the
residences, on the athletic field, and on the stage combine to
transform students and prepare them for the many roles they
will occupy throughout life.
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8665
800
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LBS. OF FOOD COLLECTED

AVG. CHURCH IN THE BOX ATTENDANCE

STUDENTS IN VARSITY ATHLETICS

“Being part of two Redeemer Royals varsity
teams gave me the opportunity to use my
God-given gifts while also being challenged
to grow in my character. Together with my
coaches, teammates and the Athletics staff,
I was encouraged to glorify God and live
out my faith through my involvement with
badminton and cross-country.”
Julie Koopmans ’15 graduated with an Honours
BA in Sociology/Social work. Along with her
doubles partner, Robyn Bennett, she advanced to
the provincial championships in badminton. Julie
was an Ontario Colleges Athletic Association
All-Academic and participated in Redeemer’s
Athletics’ Leadership Development initiative.
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IMPACTING
THE WORLD
Research at Redeemer

This year, faculty have addressed topics ranging from artificial
intelligence to the ethics of animal cloning; from the impact of
Christian youth rallies to the role of Canada’s Office of Religious
Freedom; from new methods for analyzing crystal structures to
body image problems among athletes.
Increasingly, Redeemer’s faculty are also playing a role in
public media forums. Pieces written by our faculty appeared—
among other places—in the Globe and Mail, First Things,
Embassy, Books and Culture, and the Washington Post. Several
Redeemer professors also serve as regular columnists for
publications like the Christian Courier and Faith Today.
Redeemer’s new Centre for Christian Scholarship is also investing
in faculty research for public impact. This year, it funded new
research into water quality in Hamilton creeks, environmental
catastrophe in Margaret Atwood’s fiction, and the problem of
sexual violence on university campuses. In all these things, we
bear witness to Redeemer’s motto: the Lamb of God is king over all.
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RESEARCH GRANTS TOTALING $79,186

PUBLICATIONS

EXTERNAL PRESENTATIONS

MEDIA CONTRIBUTIONS

“In my research, we take blood from mussels
and assess its toxicity. This work is extremely
important because more than 70% of North
American mussel species are endangered,
threatened, or in decline. My collaboration
with Green House Science, Ontario Ministry
of the Environment and Climate Change, and
Environment Canada recognizes the quality
of research that goes on here at Redeemer.”
Biology professor Dr. Joel Klinck was awarded a
grant from the Ministry of the Environment and
Climate Change (MOECC). He is the first faculty
member at Redeemer to receive a research grant
from an Ontario ministry.
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90%
$7.5
OF STUDENTS RECEIVED
FINANCIAL AID

MILLION IN FINANCIAL
AID RECIEVED
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THANK YOU
The students, faculty and staff of Redeemer University
College thank you, our generous and faithful community,
for your support. That support is expressed through your
financial gifts, your commitment to uphold Redeemer in
prayer and your recommendations to young people as they
consider Redeemer for their university education.
We give thanks to God—and to those He enables and
calls—for providing so much, even though this has been a
challenging year for Redeemer.
Listening for and following God’s leading, we look
forward to working with you to see our Christian
university continue to impact His world through our
students, faculty and alumni.

REVENUES

EXPENSES
48%

Tuition & Fees

28%

Donations

16%

Campus Services/Housing

4%

Other (Grants & Fees)

4%

Restricted Revenues

DONATION SOURCES

26%

Instruction & Research

8%

Library & I.T.

19%

Administration & Physical Plant

75%

Individuals

15%

Student Development

5%

Businesses

9%

Advancement

3%

Not-for-Profits

15%

Campus Services

4%

Foundations

3%

Debt servicing

13%

Churches

5%

Restricted fund expenses
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New programming, including a Media and Communication
Studies program in Fall 2015 that will attract and equip students.

LOOKING
AHEAD

Redeemer 2020 Strategic Plan
Our world needs the deep Christian hope and wisdom that
is developed at Redeemer and which is lived out by our
students, alumni and faculty.
At the same time, the last few years have seen some major shifts
in the educational landscape. Students are more cost-conscious,
job-focused and option-saturated. All of that stands against a
backdrop of public debate about the relevance of a traditional
liberal arts and science program.
On the previous pages you found a new expression of Redeemer’s
unchanged mission to address these concerns. That work has
been expressed in Redeemer 2020, a new five-year strategic plan.
During the next three years we aim to implement initiatives in
many key areas, some of which are already bearing fruit:
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A Centre for Christian Scholarship that addresses topics of public
concern in our contemporary culture.
A Centre for Experiential Learning and Career Development that
enhances experiential learning across all programs and helps
students to discover their callings.
Strategic Connections that expand Redeemer’s engagement
with businesses, government, not-for-profit organizations and
other community partners.
Upgrades to our IT infrastructure, classrooms and digital
communications, including a new website, that will help
Redeemer to better tell its story to a wider audience, and that
will improve the student learning experience.
These Redeemer 2020 initiatives focus on advancing
the university’s mission. Our prayer is that, together with
your ongoing support, we will continue to equip our students
and alumni to be leaders and servants for Christ’s kingdom in
our contemporary world.

Dr Hubert R. Krygsman

“Our world needs the
deep Christian hope
and wisdom…which is
lived out by our students,
alumni and faculty.”
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